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though these were, of course, known to him. He suppresses
all the previous preparations made by the French. By Marl-
borough, and Marlborough alone, was the secret betrayed.
Upon his information, and upon that alone, were the French
precautions begun. Upon his head alone descends the guilt
and infamy of the disaster which followed. Besides his
habitual treason to King William and to his country, the
arch-villain had in this case a special private incentive to
treachery.
Yet never had Marlborough been less a Jacobite than at the
moment when he rendered this wicked and shameful service to
the Jacobite cause. It may be confidently affirmed that to serve
the banished family was not his object, and that to ingratiate
himself with the banished family was only his secondary object.
His primary object was to force himself into the service of the
existing Government, and to gain possession of those important
and lucrative places from which he had been dismissed more
than two years before. He knew that the country and Parliament
would not patiently bear to see the English army commanded
by foreign generals. Two Englishmen only had shown them-
selves fit for high military posts, himself and Talmash. If
Talmash were defeated and disgraced, William would scarcely
have a choice. In fact, as soon as it was known that the expedi-
tion had failed, and that Talmash was no more, the general cry
was that the King ought to receive into his favour the accom-
plished captain who had done such good service at Walcourt, at
Cork, and at Kinsale.1
Marlborough's defenders and apologists have been con-
cerned to expose the many untruths in Macaulay's account
and to throw the blame on others. " Modern criticism," it
has been said,2" has passed by the meanness of Godolphin to
assail the glory of Marlborough." The charge that Marl-
borough's main incentive was to compass the ruin or the death
of Tollemache and thus make himself indispensable assumes
that Marlborough could know occultly beforehand that
Tollemache would attack in spite of finding the place pre-
pared, that he would land himself at the head of his troops,
and that he would fail or be killed or mortally wounded.
1 History, iv, 514.                  3 Cambridg? Modern History, v, 461.
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